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Mediterranean




STACHEM: Concept and project objectives

The Eastern Mediterranean region, including Greece, Asia Minor, Cyprus and the Levant, is
probably one of the richest areas of the world as far as archaeological heritage is
concerned, and undoubtedly one of the most investigated, however scientific analysis of
finds and documentation, preservation and communication services lack a regional
strategy. There are excellent research centers in the region (some of which are members of
the present partnership) and certain elements of advanced research infrastructure, but
coordination and policies are indeed lacking. This has several adverse effects, such as dupli-
cation of efforts, lack of interoperability at the data level, and in general missed opportuni-
ties for collaboration among research institutions. In addition there is a clear shortage of
scientific and technical resources, such as laboratories of applied chemistry and physics for
archaeology, multimedia communication centers, digital libraries, etc., so that analyses and
data processing very often have to be carried out far away from the region.

In this context, the Cyprus Institute (www.cyi.ac.cy) has launched the Science and Technol-
ogy for Archaeology Research Center (STARC), which is designed to become a significant
scientific and technological resource for the regional archaeology and cultural heritage
communities. It is important to ensure that, from its earliest design and planning phase,
STARC is adapted to the needs and demands of these communities, and that its develop-
ment is integrated in European and regional strategies for the build-up of research
infrastructures in the relevant fields.

STACHEM is formed of a consortium of partners representing the highest level of scientific
and technological expertise in the focus fields of the project. The goal of this project is to
contribute to a regional strategic plan for research infrastructures devoted to archaeo-
logical sciences and digital heritage in the Eastern Mediterranean, and simultaneously to
support and complement the design and planning process of STARC, ensuring that it is
embedded in the said strategy, closely adapted to the regional needs and integrated in
the Euro-Mediterranean environment of archaeological sciences and digital heritage.

The outcomes of the STACHEM project will include suggestions for joint trans-national
activities, based on the exploration of opportunities for synergies and coordination, as well
as a user-led assessment of needs, guidelines for good practice and directions for further
infrastructure development. It will involve the build-up of a community of users, with
periodic workshops for continuous monitoring and update. In addition to its benefits on
the European and regional scales, the project will also have an impact at the national levels
for the medium and long-term strategy of the institutions involved in the project and their
partners. The proposal therefore brings a unique opportunity for STARC’s design and
planning to receive significant input from various studies relevant to its development, and
more generally for the archaeology and cultural heritage communities in the region to
progress towards a regional strategic plan. Contributing to such a plan is an essential objec-
tive of the project, and rather than be limited to theoretical statements, the contributions
of STACHEM will be tested through a built-in implementation concerning STARC and the
other partners.
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