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Vision for the future development of 
underwater archaeology in Egypt

1- archaeological site of pharos island.

2- The Eastern Harbor of Alexandria.

3- The relations with the public as well as with 
sports divers.

4- creation of an archaeological underwater 
museum.



Archaeological site of Pharos Island

ü History of the site

ü The lighthouse

ü Archaeological Investigations of the 
Ancient Pharos   



History of the site

üAlexander the Great 332BC
üRaqoda or Rhakotis
üCity with a great harbor
üCauseway (heptastadia)
üGreat harbor , Western harbor (Eunostos)
üLighthouse 



The lighthouse
ü founded under Ptolemy I, 

Ptolemy II (c. 279B.C.) 
ü consisted of 3 sections:
Ç Square (71,30m.H.) , ( 30,60m.w.)
Ç Octagonal (34,50m.H.), ( 6,80m.H)

Ç Cylindrical (9,20m.H.) contained a
mirror(6,90m.H), the statue of Zeus

ü Suffering from several earthquakes,
(365 AD, 1100, 1303),totally destructed.

ü In 1477, the Fort was built by Quait Bay on the ruins of 
the lighthouse



Archaeological Investigations of the Ancient 
Pharos

ü1885, Gratien le pere and De Vaujany told that the ruins 
of the lighthouse exists nearby Qait Bay

ü1910-1916, Jondet positioned some ruins near the site 
on his map
ü1962, the statue of Isis was raised by Kamel Abu El-

saadat and the Egyptian navy

ü1975,UNESCO sent its first mission led by Honor Frost 
and V. Nestroff
ü1987, raising  a huge base of a statue and the crown of 

a Ptolemy by the Egyptian navy
ü1994, Cealex mission started the salvage operation to 

delimit the archaeological zone



A granite capital of column of 
composite ïAlexandria style.



A part of papyriform column bears 
Ramses 2nd insignia .



A part of granite obelisk consecrated 
by Sethi 1st .



Sphinx bearing the insignia of the 
pharaoh Ramses 2nd (XIX dynasty).



A sphinx bearing the insignia of the 
pharaoh PsammeticII(XXVI dynasty).



An inscription on an  obelisk 
from calcite describe the 
pharaoh Sethi I   offering to a 
divinity of Heliopolis.

Another inscription on an 
obelisk from red granite 
describe the pharaoh Sathi I 
offering to a divinity of 
Heliopolis.



Bust of statue for a woman (red 
granite) .



A colossal statue for a Ptolemy 
represented as a pharaoh ( red 

granite).



A colossal head for the former statue 
underwater 



A colossal statue of Isis of red granite 
raised by Kamel Abu El -Saadat in 1962 .



A huge block from red granite , it is a 
part from the gate of Lighthouse .



Lifting process for an intact sphinx 
statue



The colossal statue of Ptolemy 
standing in his present station in front 

of  library of  Alexandria



Reconstruction of the gate of the 
Lighthouse.



The Eastern Harbor of Alexandria

The institute Europan d'Archeologie sous -marine (IEASM) 
has been engaged in topographical surveys and an 
archaeological excavation in Eastern Harbor of 
Alexandria in co -operation with the DUA ïSCA since 1992



El Falaky Map 1866 showing the underwater 
structures in the eastern harbor



Kamel Abu El Saadat Map



Sonar photo of Poseidon Peninsula



The ancient shoreline, the reefs, the island of
Anthirrhodos, and the promontories, which project from
the ancient shore into the sea and the artificial dikes,
were traced with great accuracy .



Pavement with Ptolemaic mortar
The statue of the priest of Isis  of 
gray granite, bearing a canopic jar

More than 1000 different artifacts were discovered
and drawn : columns, basins, sphinxes, statues, and
parts of obelisks with hieroglyphs and ceramics .


